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CORONAVIRUS — FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.13 am]: I rise today to acknowledge the 
work being done throughout our state by family and domestic violence specialist services during the COVID-19 
pandemic. This includes refuges, safe houses, counselling and advocacy services and programs working with 
perpetrators. There is no question that the restrictions and measures in place to help us to manage the spread of the 
pandemic are a toolbox for perpetrators. This means that because they are staying at home, perpetrators have even 
more opportunity to monitor and control the movements and activities of their partners, children and family 
members. It is an uncomfortable tension that workers and teams in family and domestic violence specialist services 
are dealing with every day. Home is not a safe place for everyone in our community. 

Family and domestic violence services are adapting their programs and services to meet these changed conditions. 
They are rising to the occasion. At the same time, they are anticipating a rise in victims seeking help once restrictions 
are lifted. I welcome the way that our state peaks, the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence 
Services and Stopping Family Violence, have been working with their members and with government to monitor 
the impact and plan for what is likely to come. I welcome the services and organisations that are providing refuge, 
counselling and emotional support to victims. I am especially pleased that we have been able to work quickly with 
the commonwealth government through the national COAG Women’s Safety Council to secure $3.1 million in 
funding for WA services that support women, children and men impacted by family and domestic violence. 

A safer community is one where we are safe in our homes and in our relationships. It is essential that services and 
programs are supported at this time to keep doing their work to support families to be safe during COVID-19. 
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